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The Order of the Day being read for the ſecond 
reading of the Bill, entituled, An A# to re- 
peal an Ad made in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, 
entituled, an Att for granting and applying cer- 
tain ſtamp duties and other duties in the Britiſh Colo- 
lonies and Plantations in America, towards further 
defraying the expences of defending, protecting, 
end ſecuring the ſame, and for amending ſuch 
parts of the ſeveral atts of parliament relating to 
the Trade and Revenues of the ſaid Colonies and 
Plantations, as direct the manner of Determin- 
ing and Recovering the Penalties and Forfeitures 
therein mentioned. Then the ſaid Bill was read 
a ſecond Time, and it being propoſed to 
commit the Bill, the fame was objected to. 
After a long Debate thereupon, the Queſtion 
was put, Whether the ſaid Bill ſhall be commit- 
ted : It was reſolved in the Affirmative. 
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Proxies 32 105 


Not Content 61 


Proxies 10 71 | 
Majority 34 
FIRST 


Diſſentient, | 
ECAUSE, as this Houſe has in this Seſ- 
fion by ſeveral reſolutions moſt ſolemn- 
y aſſerted and declared, firſt, That the 
King's Majeſty, by and with the advice and 
conſent of the Lords Spiritual and —_ 
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ral, and Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament aſſembled, had, hath, and of right 
ought to have, full power and authority, to 
make laws ard ſtatutes of ſufſiclent force and 
validity to bind the Colonies, and pcople of 
Amcrica, ſubjects of the crown of Great 

Britain, in all caſes whatſoever :' ' Secondly, 
«© That tumults and inſurrections of the 
moit dangerous nature have been raiſed and 
carried on in ſeveral of the North American 
Colonies, in open defiance of the power and 
dignity. of his Majeſty's Government, and in 
manifeſt violation of the laws and legiſlative 
authority of this kingdom: Thirdly, “ That 
the ſaid tumults and inſurrections have been 
encouraged and inflamed, by ſundry votes and 
reſolutions paſſed i in ſeveral of the Aſſemblies 
of the ſaid provinces, derogatory to the ho- 
nour of his Majeſty's Government, and de- 
ſtructive of the legal and conſtitutional de- 
endency of the ſaid Colonies, on the impe- 
rial Crown and Parliament of Great Britain:“ 
Which reſolutions were founded on a full ex- 
amination of the papers on our table, mani- 
feſting a denial of the legiſlative authority of 
the Crown and Parliament of Great Britain, 
to impoſe duties and taxes on our North Ame- 
rican Colonies; and a criminal reſiſtance 
there made to the execution of the commer- 
cial and other regulations of the Stamp Act, 
and of other acts of ' parliament : we are of 
opinion, that the total repealing of that law, 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially while ſuch reſiſtance continues, 
would (as Governor Barnarde ſays is their in- 
tention) © make the authority of Great Bri- 
tain contemptible hereafter;“ and that ſuch 
a ſubmiſſion of King, Lords, and Commons, 
under ſuch circumſtances, in ſo ſtrange and un- 
heard of a conteſt, would in effect, ſurrender 
their antient, unalienable rights of A 
juriſdiction, and give them excluſively to the 
ſubordinate Provincial Legiſlatures eſtabliſhed 
by prerogative; which was never intended 
or thought of, and is not in the power of 
prerogative to beſtow ; as they are inteparable 
from the Three Eſtates of the Realm aſſem- 
bled in Parliament. 


SECON DLX. 


Becauſe the law, which this Bill now 
propoſes to repeal, was paſſed in the other 
Houſe with very little oppoſition, and in this 
without one diſſentient voice, during the laſt 
feſſion of Parliament, which we preſume, if 
it had been wholly and fundamentally wrong, 
could not poſhbly have happened; as the 
matter of it is fo important, and as the in- 
tention of bringing of it in, had been com- 
municated to the Commons by the firſt Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſury the year before, and 
a reſolution relating and preparatory to it, 
was then agrecd to in that Houte, without a- 
py diviſion, 
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THIRDLY. 


Becauſe, if any particular parts of that 
law, the principal of which has been ex- 
perienced and ſubmitted to in this country, 
without repining, for near a century patt, 
had been found liable to juſt and reaſon- 
able objeCtions, they might have been al- 
tered by a Bill to explain and amend it, with- 
out repealing the whole. And, if any ſuch Bill 
had been ſent to us by the Commons, we 
ſhould have thought it our duty to have 
given it a moſt ſerious conſideration, with 
a warm defire of relieving our countrymen 
in America from any grievance or hardſhip ; 
but with proper care to enforce their ſub- 
miſſion and obedience to the law ſo amend- 
ed, and to the whole legiſlative authority 
of Great Britain, without any reſerve or 
diſtinction whatſoever. 


FoUuRTHLY. 


Becauſe, it appears to us, that a moſt 
eſſential branch of that authority, the pow- 
er of Taxation, cannot be properly, equita- 
bly or impartially exerciſed, iff it does not 
extend itſelf to all the members of the 
ſtate in proportion to their reſpective abili- 
lities; but ſuffers a part to be exempt from 
a due ſhare of thoſe burthens, which the 
pubiic exigencies require to be impoſed 
upon the whole: a partiality which is di- 

rectly 
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rectly and manifeſtly repugnant to the truſt 
repoted by the people in every legiſlature, 
and deſtructive of that confidence on which 
all government is founded. 


FIF THL. 


Becauſe, the ability of our North Ameri- 
can Colonies, to bear without inconveni- 
ency the proportion laid on them by the 
Stamp Act of laſt year, appears to us moſt 
unqueſtionable, for the following reaſons : 
Firſt, that the eſtimated produce of this Tax, 
amounting to ſixty thouſand pounds per An- 
num, if divided amongſt twelve hundred 
thouſand people (being little more than one 
half of the ſubjects of the Crown in North 
America) would be only one ſhilling per 
head a year; which is but a third of the 
wages uſually paid to every labourer or ma- 
nutacturer there for one day's labour: Se- 
condly, That it appears by the accounts that 
have been laid before this Houſe from the 
Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations, * 
that of the debt contracted by thoſe Colo- 
nies in the laſt war, above 1,755,000 /. has 
already been diſcharged during the courſe of 
three years only, by the ſunds provided for 
that purpoſe in the ſeveral provinces ; and 
the much greater part of the remaining 
incumbrance, which in the whole is abour 
760,000 pounds, will be paid in two years 
more: We muſt likewiſe obſerve, that the 

A 4 bounties 


* 

bounties and advantages given to them by 
Parliament, in 1764 and 1765, and the duties 
thereby loſt to Great Britain for their ſer- 
vice, and in order to enable them the more 
eaſily to pay this Tax, muſt neceſſarily a- 

mount in 2 few years to a far greater 
ſum than the produce thereof. It is alſo 
evident, that ſuch produce being wholly 
appropriated to the payment of the army 
maintained by this Kingdom in our Colo- 
nies, at the vait expence of almoſt a ſhil- 
ling in the pound land tax, annuaily re- 
mitted by us for their ſpecial defence and 
protection; not only no money would have 
been actually drawn by it out of that coun- 
try, but the eaſe given by it to the people 
of Great Britain, who are labouring under 
a debt of ſeventy millions, . contracted by 
th:m to ſupport a very dangerous war, en- 
tered into for the intereſt and ſecurity of 
thoſe Colonies, would have redounded to the 
benefit of the Colonies themſelves in their 


own immediate ſafety, by contributing to 
deliver them from the neceſſary expence, 


which many of them have hitherto always 
borne, in guarding their frontiers againſt the 
ſavage Indians. 


SIXTHLY. 


Becauſe, not only the right, but the expe- 
diency and neceſſity of the ſupreme lægiſla- 
ture, exerting its autaority to lay a general 

tax 


[LS] 


tax on our American Colonies, whenever the 
wants of the public make it fitting and rea- 
ſonable, that ai the Provinces ſhould contri- 
bute in a proper proportion to the defence 
of the whole, appear to us undeniable, from 
theſe conſiderations : Firſt, That every Pro- 
vince being ſeparate and independant on the 
others, and having no Common Council im- 
powered by the conſtitution of the Colonies 
to act for all, or bind all, ſuch a tax can- 
not regularly, or without infinite difficul- 
ty, be impoſed upon them at any time, 
even for their immediate defence or pro- 
tection, by their own provincial aſſem- 
blies; but requires the intervention and ſu- 
perintending power of the Parliament of 
Great Britain. Secondly, That in looking 
forwards to the poſſible contingency of a 
new war, a contingency perhaps not far re- 
mote, the proſpect of the burthens which 
the gentry and people of this King- 
dom muſt then ſuſtain, in addition to thote, 
which now lie ſo heavy upon them, is ſo 
melancholy and dreadful, that we cannot 
but feel it, a moſt indiſpenſible duty to eaſe 
them as much as is poſſible, by a due and 
moderate exertion of that great right, which 
the conſtitution of this realm has veſted in 
the Parliament, to provide for the ſafety 

of all, by a proportionable charge upon all, 
equally and indifferently laid. We like- 
wiſe apprehend, that a partial exemption of 
| our 
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our Colonies from any exerciſe of this right 
by the Britiſh Legiſlature, would be thought 
fo invidious, and ſo unjuſt to the other ſub- 
jects of the Crown of Great Britain, as to 
alienate the hearts of theſe from their Coun- 


trymen reſiding in America, to the great 


detriment of the latter, who have on many 
occaſions received, and may again want aſ- 


fiſtance, from the generous warmth of their 
affection. 


SEVENTHLY. 


Becauſe, the reaſons aſſigned in the public 
reſolutions of the Provincial Aſſemblies, in 
the North American Colonies, for their diſ- 
obeying the Stamp Act, viz. © That they are 
not repreſented in the Parliament of Great 
Britain,” extends to all other laws, of what 
nature ſoever, which that Parliament has 
enacted, or ſhall ena, to bind them in times 
to come, and mult (if admitted) ſet them abſo- 
lately free from any obedience to the power of 
the Britiſh Legiſlature; we likewiſe obſerve, 
that in a letter to Mr. Secretary Conway, dated 
the 12th of October 1765; the commander 


in chief of his Majeſty's forces in North 
America has declared his opinion, * That 


© the Queſtion is not of the inexpediency of 
*« the Stamp Act, or of the inability of the 
« Colonies to pay the Tax; but that it is 
* unconſtitutional and contrary to their 

« Rights, 


Wi 4. 
« Rights, ſupporting the independancy of 
* the Provinces, and not ſubject to the le- 
« giſlative power of Great Britain.“ It is 
moreover affirmed, in a letter to Mr. Con- 
way, dated 7th November * That the peo- 
« ple in general are averſe to Taxes of any- 
« kind; and that the merchants of that 
« place think they have a right to every 
freedom of trade which the ſubjects of 
« Great Britain now enjoy.” This opinion 
of theirs ſtrikes direQAly at the Act of Navi- 
gation, and other ſubſequent laws, which 
from time to time have been made in the 
wiſe policy of that Act; and ſhould they 
ever be encouraged to procure for themſelves 
that abſolute freedom of trade, which they 
appear to defire, our plantations would be- 
come, not only of no benefit, but in the 
higheſt degree prejudicial to the commerce 
and weltare of their Mother-country ; nor 
is it eaſy to conceive a greater encourage- 
ment, than the repealing of a law oppoſed 
by them on ſuch principles, and with fo 


much contempt of the Sovereignty of the 
Britiſh Legiſlature. 


E1GHTHLY. 


Becauſe, the appearance of weakneſs and 
timidity in the Government and Parliament 
of this kingdom, which a conceſſion of this 
nature may too probably carry with it, has 

a manifeſt 
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a manifeſt tendency to draw on further in- 
ſalts, and by leſſening the reſpect of all his 
Majeſty's ſubjects to the dignity of his Crown, 
and authority of his Laws, throw the 
whole Britiſh empire into a miſerable ſtate 


'of confuſion and anarchy, with which it 


ſeems by many ſymptoms to be dangerouſly 
threatned; and this is the more to be feared, 
as the plea of our North American Colonies, 
that not being repreſented in the Parliament 


of Great Britain, they ought not to pay 


Taxes impoſed or levied upon them by the 
authority thereof, may by the ſame reaſon- 
ing be extended to all perſons in this Iſland, 


who do not actually vote for Members of 


Parliament; nor can we help apprehending, 


that the opinion of ſome countenance being 


given to ſuch notions by the Legiſlature it- 
ſelf, in conſenting to this Bill, for the Repeal 
of the Stamp Act, may greatly promote the 
cantagion of a moſt dangerous doctrine, de- 
ſtructive to all Government, which has ſpread 
itſelf over all our North American Colonies, 
that the obedience of the ſubject is not due 
to the Laws and Legiſlature of the Realm, 
farther than he in his private judgment ſhall 
think it conformable to the ideas he has 


formed of a free conſtitution. 
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NINTHLY. 


Becauſe, we think it no effectual guard, or 
ſecurity againſt this danger, that the Parlia- 
ment has declared in the reſolutions of both 
Houſes, paſſed during this ſeſſion, and now 
reduced into a Bill, That ſuch notions are 
ill founded; as men will always look more 
to deeds than words, and may therefore in- 
cline to believe, that the inſurrections in our 
Colonies, excited by thoſe notions, having ſo 
far proved ſucceſsful, as to attain the very 
point, at which they aimed, the immediate 
repeal of the Stamp Act, without any pre- 
vious ſubmiſſion on the part of the Colonies; 
the Legiſlature has in fact ſubmitted to them, 
and has only more grievouſly injured its own 
dignity and authority, by verbally aſſerting 
that Right, which it ſubſtantially yields up 
to their Oppoſition. The reaſons affigned 
for this conceſſion render it ſtill more alarm- 
ing, as they ariſe from an illegal and hoſtile 
combination of the people of America, to 
diſtreſs and ſtarve our Manufacturers, and 
to with-hold from our Merchants the pay- 
ment of their juſt debts: the former of which 
meaſures has only been practiſed in open war 
between two States; and the latter, we be- 
lieve, not even in that fituation, either by 
the public or by individuals, among the ci- 
vilized nations of Europe, in modern times. 


It 
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If this unprecedented plan of intimidation 
ſhall meet with - ſuccels, it is eaſy to foreſee 
that the practice of it for other and till 
greater objects will frequently be renewed, 
and our manufacturers and merchants re- 
duced to the like, and more permanent diſ- 
treſs; we cannot therefore but with, that 
ſome more eligible method, conſiſtent with 
their future ſafety and our dignity, had been 
taken by Parliament, to ſhew our tender 
concern and compaſſion for their ſufferings, 
and to diſcourage any other ſuch unwarrantable 
attempts} which we are fully perſuaded 
would have been very practicable, with due 
care and attention, and at an expence very 
inferior to the importance of the object. 


LASTLY. 


Becauſe, we are convinced from the una- 
nimous teſtimony of the Governors, and other 
officers of the Crown in America, that if, by 
a moſt unhappy delay and neglect to pro- 
vide for the due execution of the law, and 
arming the Government there with proper 
orders and powers, repeatedly called for in 
vain, theſe diſturbances had not been con- 
tinued and encreaſed, they might eaſily have 
been quieted before they had attained to any 
dangerous height; and we cannot, without 
feeling the moſt lively ſenſe of grief and in- 
dignation, hear arguments drawa from the 

| | progreſs 
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progreſs of evils, which ſhould and might 
have been ſtopped in their firſt and feeble 
beginnings, uſed for the ſtill greater evil of 
ſacrificing to a preſent relief the higheſt per- 
manent intereſts, and the whole Majeſty, 
Power, and Reputation of Government: This 
afflicts us the more deeply, becauſe it appears 
from many letters, that this law, if properly 
ſupported by Government, would from the 
peculiar circumſtances attending the diſobe- 
dience to it, execute itſelf without blood- 
ſhed. And it is faid in one of the letters to 
Mr. Secretary Conway, . That the principal 
view is to intimidate the Parliament; but 
* that if it be thought prudent to enforce 
* their authority, the people dare not op- 
* poſe a vigorous reſolution of the Parlia- 
«© ment of Great Britain.” That vigorous 
reſolution has not yet been found in the Par- 
liament; and we greatly fear, that the want 
of it will certainly produce one of theſe two 
fatal conſequences ; either that the repeal of 
this law will in effe& annull and abrogate all 
other laws and ſtatutes relating to our Co- 
lonies, and particularly the Acts that reſtrain 
or limit their Commerce, of which they are 
moſt impatient; or, if we ſhould hereafter 
attempt to enforce the execution of. thoſe 
laws againſt their will, and by virtue of an 
authority, which they have dared to inſult 
with impunity and ſucceſs, that endeavour 
will bring upon us all thoſe evils and incon- 
veniences, 
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veniences, to the fear of which we now ſa⸗ 

crifice the Sovereignty of the Realm; and this 

at a time when the ſtrength of our Colonies, 

as well as their deſire of a total independance 

| on the Legiſtature and Government of their 
; Mother-country, may be greatly augmented, 
: and when the circumſtances and diſpoſitions 
of the other powers of Europe, may render 


p the conteſt far more dangerous and formi- 

{| dable to this Kingdom. 
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